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TITIE:  HISTORY ORGANIZATION AND OPERATIONS OF THE ARMORED SCHOOL AND

SCCPER: CHINESE MILITARY ACAIEMY,

TRe history and orgsaization of The Armored School are pre-

sented in this monograph, The program of the Advanced Officers Course
is discussed sud the methods of the instruction are briefly reviewed,
In order to compare The Armored School with the Military schools

of my country a short history of the Chinese Military Academy has been in-
cluded,
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RISTORY OF THE U,S. ARMORED SCROOL

Fort knox was named in honor of Henry Knox, who was Brigadier General,
Chief of Artillery, from 1775 to 1782; Major Genera}, Chief ef Staff of the
Army, from 1782 %o 1783; and Seoretary of War from 1785 to 1794, The res-
ervation originally was designated a osmp and it held shat designation through
the First World War snd up to 1932, when it was re<designated a fors and made

Q@ permanent milisary ntabnlhnut.

Initially, the reservasion was used by field artillery treops md the '
Field Artillery Central Officers Training Scheol, which later beceame the basic
sourse of she Field Arﬁllory Sohool, was established here. In 1931 the firss
mechanised elements were brought %o the reservation, and from that dtio forward

Fort Knox has been the home of U,8, Armor,

Fort Knox ocovers 106,060 sores, imeluding, in addision to thﬁ pdn proper,
ranges for all caliber tank snd artsillery weapons and areas for tntk driving md
Aaotiocal problems, These ranges and tnu are used by Army Growmd Forece Board

No, 2 md by the Replacement Training Center, as well as by The Amihd' 8ehool.

The main gate of the Fort Knox 1ies approximately 35 miles from the hears
of Loulsville, Kemtucky, Of naticnal sigaificence smong the buildimgs erested

on the reservation is the U,5, Oold Depositery, established in 1935 by the
Treasury Department, This vault safeguards 5/8ths of the world's raw pold
supply, snd at cne time during World War II contained the Constitution, ib..
Deolaration of Independence, the British Magaa Charsa, the OGutenberg Bidle ”
snd the original of Lineoln's Gettysburg Address with his merginal notes.

The Armored B0hool 1s the wniversity of Armor, It gives officers of ‘
armored wnits techmical and tactioal training; 4% turns out enlisted speciale

ists, and 1% conduchs special and refresher eourses in all phases of Armored

-1.




é

Warfare, It's researches into tactical and technical trends maintains that
instruction immediately abreast of the latest friendly and enemy developments,
and 1%s recommendations have a strong influence upon the equipment and sactical
matters pertaining o U,8, Armor,

Acsivation of The Armored Sehool was ordered 27 July 1940, although 'chn‘

_ elementa whish composed it had been in existence years defore, The 7%h Meohe

‘mu_ca Cavalry Brigade (reinforced) sohool; whioch beoame the FPirst Armored ‘
‘I’Mvuion», 8¢hool in July 194D, oonducted imstruction in motersycles, wheeled 1
vwhicles méd combats oars, The Brigads Radie 3chool oonducted & radie epera~ ‘
tors course snd & radic repairmen oourse, ssrrying & So¥al of 129 students, - ;
The auoiéus of the T¢h Mechanized Cavalry Brigade (reinforced) arrived at M,

Knox uun. when Major General (then Colonel) Van Voorhis drought the U,S,

/ .‘ Army's :ﬁu‘uohmind force from Fort Bustie, In Jsnuary 1933, the first

uohﬁi;sbd “uvnlry regiment arrived as Fort Knox from Marfa, Texas, mnd in ’
1986liln 13%h Ocvalry_l’o';iunt was mechaniszed mnd broughs e Fort Knox for
nuunut S0 the bruuo Soon as the 7th Meohmnised Cavalyy Srigudo was
expanded | wd sonverted {nto the First Armored Division at which time Adna B,
me besams the mn mmg general of the Armored ?croo. The tmmk
muu of tu Inmm lnhool ot l"m Bemning moved o Fors xux, dringing
two otﬁm-. u nlioﬁn. vmn alds mnd Sraining oquipncnt. :

- The Armored lohool whuh was at Ahe tho of 18's uunuu fdmeified
| 'h m Joind tﬂlo "The Armored Foree lohul ond Replacemens Center” and
1ater as "no Ar-ma Foroe School®, ineerporeted most of the lnttructh;
-,”rmnol lnd equipnent of these orgtniutient! sohools,

' l'onning 1%s sctivasion, The Armored Bchul entered a poriod of rapid
| gnvth, On 4 November 1940 1t received it's first ltudontl. Originally the "
\ sanual output of the School was 8,000 officers and onlittmin; Within two
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yeoars these figures grew to the peak of more %hmn 38,000 officers snd enlist-
ment trained yearly, Astending this upshoot was the huge expansiom of the
8chool ares and bulldings, the steady inflow of equipment and material, the
swifs oom;r\touog of training sids snd allied tesdhing devices, mad the de-
velepmen$s of shify systems akin %o industrial procedure, The School soon be~
osme the largest of i%s kind in the world, encompassing some 080,000 acreas of
land upon whioh are gunnery mnd driving ranges, combat and mmuuaa aress,
800 duildings sad vut quantities of equipment, with a toul ovaluatm of
$20,000,000,

By Deoember 31, 1944, The Armored Sehoel had trained 12,336 officers,
12,220 officer oandidates and 71,339 enlisted men = & %o%al of 95,805 studenss,
It may be sald that the Armored School has trained prastieally ell of the Swe
for officers and a1l the spesialists ia srmer. ' |

To date the School has had five Commsndsntes Majer General (then Briges
dier General) Stephen @, Henry, Brigt;lior General Joseph A, Holly, Brigedier
Géneral Paul M, Robinest, Najor General Hugh J, Gaffey snd the presemt Commds

8, Major General Jolm W, Leonard, The Armored Sohool Soday m. head~ o

| quarters, consisting of the Commadmat sad his swaff, and thres groupet first,

. The Trainiag Uroup, which is the hounknyhig wmits second, Sehee} Troop. oone

sisting of tnotioul units whioch furmish mm-m- nquiﬂnntl for nudnt

olass; snd she shird, she Am-u nup. oconsisting or the scadentc depariment

md agemoies, The organisetion ef The Armored Sohoel u depicved graphiocally
on She a%¥tshed chary, |

}’ TRAINING PACILITIES IN THE Athxmn COURSE

/ qmm dlmm of military Sraining,

Ia .odnn warfare, the organiszation snd equipment of the Army are quite

eoqnnﬁ_d_.-, Auy kiad of sucocessful operation will depend upon the individual
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withia the ‘yrgmization who could well perform this uu‘imd duty.

In ¥he Aruy, the officer hes the responsibility of training his men %
be experts in the use of weapons; proficient in Map snd Photograph resding,
and terrain eppreciation; his disolpline; snd Administrative worlk, However,
the officer hinself should be thoroughly trained before he can teach his men,
The officer must not only be a good leader, but also he must learn the science
and art of the war, He must sacquire the experience in uﬁim'cing meny situ~
Atlons, in making & logioal decision sud in lesding his troeps %o oarry ous
this deoision,

To sohieve this end ~= to help an officer mees the requirements of his

reak sad ‘profou'ieu -~ this Aditpoo Course, I delieve, was eetadlished,

A!!‘xll course lasts about 51 weeks ascording %o the School program ef
instructien, The aubjocio taloen up in the course are as followss
SIBIECY HOVRS
Signal Commmicttion 100
Weapons 256

Automotive - 174
Taotics

General Igm 8;_0_
Nu ﬂu proceeding pmh. we om ses that 'rncu.ca 45 the most im=
portant m;m in the course, It mﬂén th ihti will insure the
most -:mm- developnents M onploy-nt of m m 4s a pm of oombined

arms m*.-*-tnd prepares offieers for their duties as momders of the abaff of
the mm or oombat oo-nlnd or up Yo division b vel, Here, I may point
out the tmhmg method of the Tactioal Department, which may be able te be &
geed nhm arter I go back to China, The Training prodeedure of Tactics
15 the most Qﬂ'bctin and logiocal, It may be divided into the followimg steps:
hﬂun will be oonsidered the first step, The instructor gives
the looturo of organizabion snd equipment with which the certain subject is
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sencerned, Uumnyeh shom by charss or other ﬁgh; aids. This method
helps the student %o fully uaderstamd the charasteristiocs of the wmit,

Conference then follows., The instructor illultrttu the teotical
employment of the organization by explaining the prinaeiple or the experience
of military history in the battlefield, This gives the student a general ime
pression 6: the subject matters,

Next step is demonstration, Usually shere is staff exercise or
troop memeuvers, In the s¥alf exeroise the instructors will be orgsnized as
8 staff group which will demomstrate in the olass, In the latter cne, the
Sohool Troops gees on maneuvers in the field, The whole olass will be usually
&t the most favorsble positionn to mtcﬁ the demamstration. For example in sa
atiack priblm;, ﬂu fnstruotor oxpluhu ‘he principlc to be baught in the
field, ,‘h\ié_ inoludes enemy situations, looation of assembly area mad atﬁpk
‘»mm‘-L Tho formadions of the troops, the influence of the terrain end
others vequired for the solution of the problem, 4

The f.nqﬂng step is practiocal work, The Sohool prepares the spee=
i) pl'oblll thab hﬂul oud thc Rdactionl pmciplos which already ox’htnu.
Students are Ahes mnmd %o m« the roquimn'c using the prinotples -
Mt. M‘tor tho .m-m m tmod lu ﬂﬂa‘ paper or solutien, ﬂw An-
stritor issues & uhool lohtlsa whidh h Nins cmmny studied by iln .
Tastioal Departmenty  The whole olass will then waruly discuss this solution,
Thie .proo_«&q of Kym’ci‘e}nl work 1s also followsd in Chinese
. Military Sohools, The cnly difPerence s that in The Armored School they are
}mmy instructors from 4iffsrent branches who work out in one probhnband Join
the class in discussing the problem, This is especially true in combined
operation prodlems, This enables thestudents %o get the opinicns from offie
oers expert in their branches, It is also the best way to oorrect the students

misconoeption and giving them & broad ides regarding the employment of a



vortaia :vmmu b | | ¢
| u., exurolise will be held after the class has been well prepared %o
employ muou prinoiples, It is a coordinated work of umit commender mad
his staff, The elass will be divided inte several groups; each group repre-
senting & wit headquarters, The exercise is osordinated by wpires, snd by
* %he use of 1ikison officers between the mits,

Critique is an hport-i prosesdure crtnhhg in every mep oxer~
aise or "tu:m exercise, The ummu ad e u-,m. point oud the mistakes
mithd by m students, In shis uy. m&uts sm md the mu luini
- way h uouplishiug their operatiem. Mh, Mo are givea opperta-

18308 io mu their perscmal ku or omﬂmu. - |

' ‘Graded tes == After giving the conference, the Scheol usually gives
i = mtm Tho purpose 1s %o remind the studemts %o pay particular atte~
| Um h omm prnwtpln and also %o measure the degree of the student's

| wmm of the prineiples, Apother purpose is %o enable the instructors
% mm she mxw cf iho student; it m be an hportut romcam for
e nm MMu in Ahe ttu’l.. "“»\

4) % mhm mhlm’?m;u{a, the mmu aurm She most imporsant
’»‘_mr. tm Seheol m mi g mcmm wssh um 1ight and hesting
mutm-. | | L e

L mm cnm: aWTIAL KILIZARY mu!
m%muhwbuommmu mmm of 1911, while the
" whele. M e mn wder the esentrel of the Conservative ltmmm-. |
| ',;M oo l i& lnttun Political Authority with the use of thegr om
irmm ’M Mﬂy Was separated, the people did not enjoy 'du freedom of
‘"'omimy mn ynum rights. Dr. Su YetsSen,the father of the rm‘bu.;
sould m&. m.hil "hree prinoi.pioc of the people” into practice, He
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- did his b_ni in thm!tﬂo&ien of the cemtry by pu!m weansj but he failed,
Thepefors, he decided to build & new nationsl army to wmify the comtry, Ia
llh training plan he established a military scademy which was celled “Hung-
 Pe", This sihoel was located in & meall islend nemed Hung=Po which is very
B ‘alio chg!axg. The commsndant of the scheol was Oeneral Chisag Kai-Shek whe
‘tl now the midut of the Qﬁinon repudblic, The inisisl training pirlod
‘was about ltl months, All the studemts were the mbers of Kuomingtomg Party
which was choud of %he youth of the cowmtry with new thoughts sand 1dou.
Afver thoy thhhod the course, they were commissicned a hd meant in the
Now Army, - ,
d from Chinese history Shat these orﬂooii sontributed a grest

desl to the “uou of various oupti@u for the wmificaticn of Ohina, The
Sraining pnqa very successful, becsuse they were also irghcd 1nA political
seience -_hiog;ua as importent as Nilitary training,

In 19!‘,“, 'TM Chinese Northemn !;ldittentry'» had secomplished its miss=
ion, ll«t ym. of the country were nmod, md tho government established
the cqihl (‘l 3qkhg. Wo uuzw, Acadeny was moved to the new otpi.tll,

md sook a m *ile "n- cnmx lmwy Academy" or "C.MA,"

’l'ho pmt numa m W of the nationsl aruy md erdered
that a1l otﬂtm 1 m u mma w this scadeny, rounm this order
of the gowmﬂi, QJ.A. how . por!.od of ftpid crowsh, ?ht Mdun of
sehool area md cmmouon of bulldings were begua, !ho “MMM of
oquipment nd m.rul becems faster and the uhnl heasne more otfhum.

The sehool trained snnually 3000 cadets. The raiaing program inoluded six

menths buic truning md two years of specislist training, -

In 1932, the government realised the Msachuria wes ocoupied by the
Japanese, and war seemed umavoidable, A branoh Military Academy was, therefore,
c&bliihod in- Lo=Yung which is located north west and llong the Tellow river,
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In 3035, %he government founded saother branch sshool at Chengtu which 1s le-
o‘hd in western part of the cowmtry, In 1937, the S8ino~Japsmese wnclared war
broke out and the Cmntral Nilitary Aeademy was forcsd %0 move te Chingtu
whieh was one of 4h> branch schools,

During the war, the National Army suffsred great ocssualties so that the
CM,A, had to expand reapidly into nine branch scheols which are looated at
different partsof the comntry. In the erities) phase of World War II (1939~
1948) C,M A, and 1ts brmich schools graduated 40,000 on&tc snually,

After V=J day, the m&biuu?tm plen of tﬁc Government olosed sll the
branch schools exvept the Ninth branch school at the fur northewestern border
of Te-Hwa, SinKieng,

The C,M,A, was planned to be moved o Peiping, But, the present
Communists disturbance on commmicasion lines prevented the transfer of the

sendemy &8 planmmed, The academy is still at Chingtu,




